
 

 

 

 

 

Contact Us 

Address: 45 Foster Street • Winnipeg, MB • R2L 1V8 

Phone: 204-667-0523  

Email: stgerpar@mymts.net  

Website: www.stgerardwinnipeg.com 

Parish office hours: Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday: 9:15 a.m. – 12:15p.m.  

                                   Tuesday & Friday: 2:00 p.m. –  6:00 p.m. 

Mass Times 

All Masses in Manitoba are suspended until further notice. 

Sacraments & Other Ministries 

Confession: Contact the parish office or speak with Fr. Janusz directly to 

schedule a time 

Baptism: Suspended until further notice. 

Holy Matrimony: Suspended until further notice. 

Anointing of the Sick: Please contact the parish office to request the Sacrament 

Funerals: Please contact the parish office, or use the emergency number on our 

phone message. 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament: Weekdays from 6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 

and Sundays from 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. & 7:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 

Communion for the Sick: Everyone willing to take communion to family 

members who are homebound or sick, please contact the parish office. 
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A Message from Fr. Janusz 

Dear parishioners and friends, 

It has been one week since we have gathered together as a parish 

community. In my prayers, you are close to me, as I hope I am close to 

you in your prayers and above all, that the Lord is close to each and 

every one of us.  

This Sunday, the Gospel tells us of the raising of Lazarus. Martha says 

to the Lord, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have 

died.” The Lord answered, “I am the Resurrection and the Life. Those 

who believe in me, even though they die, will live.” At this time, many questions are stirring in our hearts 

and minds. The Lord gives us the same answer, asking us to believe that he is the Life-giver. He brings 

us from death to eternal life, which we may experience here and now. 

This time of separation and distancing is a time when we can discover truths about ourselves. In the Urbi 

et Orbi extraordinary moment of prayer presided by Pope Francis on March 27th, 2020, the Pope said,  

“The storm exposes our vulnerability and uncovers those false and superfluous certainties around which 

we have constructed our daily schedules, our projects, our habits and priorities. It shows us how we 

have allowed to become dull and feeble the very things that nourish, sustain and strengthen our lives 

and our communities. The tempest lays bare all our prepackaged ideas and forgetfulness of what 

nourishes our people’s souls; all those attempts that anesthetize us with ways of thinking and acting that 

supposedly “save” us, but instead prove incapable of putting us in touch with our roots and keeping 

alive the memory of those who have gone before us. We deprive ourselves of the antibodies we need to 

confront adversity. 

In this storm, the façade of those stereotypes with which we camouflaged our egos, always worrying 

about our image, has fallen away, uncovering once more that (blessed) common belonging, of which we 

cannot be deprived: our belonging as brothers and sisters.” 

I very often find myself in the situation of Lazarus. I am not able to live for others or give my life for my 

brothers and sisters because there is no life in me. I am unable to act because of my fear, selfishness and 

sinfulness. Yet the Lord, in his love and compassion restores me to life, and, with the help of the Church, 

frees me to take action and offer my life for the sake of the Gospel and my brothers and sisters.  

I invite you to enter into meditation on God’s word. Spend as much time listening to the words that 

come from the mouth of God through Holy Scripture as you do the words coming from mass media. 

Even if we are not coming to the church to be in the presence of the Eucharist, in each home we should 

prepare a special place for the Word of God.  

I remind you that everyone, by virtue of their baptism as priest, prophet and ruler, participates in the 

priestly ministry. The leaders of the home are responsible for the liturgical life of the family. In each 

home, especially on Sunday, there should be a liturgical celebration, not only watching Mass online or 

through other media. To celebrate is much more, it involves our action. 



Next Sunday is Palm Sunday. During this week, please think and talk with your loved ones about how to 

emphasize and celebrate our commemoration of our Lord entering into Jerusalem. During my Mass I 

will bless the palms. On Sunday, April 5th you may pick up the blessed palms from our Church and use 

them for your own liturgy in your home.  

Please keep praying for each other. May we not be overwhelmed with what is happening in our world, 

may fear not overtake our hearts and may the Lord bring the greatest goodness for us and for the world. 

I miss you. May God bless you and keep you. 

Fr. Janusz 

COVID–19 UPDATE: As of now, all public assemblies (including Masses, both Sunday and weekday) 

are suspended in all Manitoban parishes, and will be until further notice. This includes Holy Week 

services. At this time, Archbishop Albert has granted all the Catholic faithful of the Archdiocese of Saint 

Boniface dispensation from their Sunday obligation (cf. Code of Canon Law, 87). 

While we can no longer gather for Mass, our church will remain open for personal prayer weekdays from 

9:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. & 6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m., Saturdays from 4:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. and Sundays from 

9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. & 7:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. We will have exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

weekdays from 6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. and Sundays from 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. & 7:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 

Only 10 people will be allowed in our building at any time. If you’re in the church, please keep a 

respectful distance from others (at least two meters / 6 feet), avoid greetings that involve touching, follow 

good respiratory hygiene and regularly and thoroughly clean your hands with an alcohol-based hand rub 

or wash them with soap and water. If you are not feeling well, or have travelled internationally within the 

past 14 days, please stay home. 

At this time, all pastors in our Archdiocese are encouraged to celebrate Mass privately, or with a very 

small group of people. If you would like to attend one of these private Masses, please contact the parish 

office to make arrangements. If you would like to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation or the 

Eucharist, you may speak directly with Fr. Janusz when the church is open or make an appointment by 

calling the parish office.  

Any information or updates we receive will be posted to our parish’s Facebook page 

(https://www.facebook.com/St.GerardParishWpg/) or website (https://www.stgerardwinnipeg.com/).  

We encourage you to check frequently for updated information.  

The Kids’ Bulletin is a free resource for Catholic families who would like to have some fun while 

learning about the readings from the Sunday Mass every week. They are made by a Canadian mom 

who is happy to share them with anyone who can use them to help learn or teach about the truth and 

beauty of the Faith. Visit https://thekidsbulletin.com/ to download the Kid’s Bulletin. 

In an effort to assist Catholics everywhere, FORMED is opening its doors to make the FORMED 

streaming platform free to everyone for the next 40 days. Visit https://formed.org/ to sign up, and get 

immediate access to the best Catholic movies, faith formation videos, audio talks, and great children’s 

videos. 
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Get Salt + Light TV for FREE - Canada’s cable distributors are offering the Salt + Light Television 

channel for FREE until May 1st. In Manitoba, Salt + Light is available from Shaw Cable, Shaw Direct and 

Bell MTS. 

Help Next Door MB - A call to Manitobans is being made. Help Next Door MB is a network of helpers 

coming together as a community to help one another. If you are a volunteer ready to provide your support, 

or someone who needs a helping hand through these difficult times, Help Next Door MB can connect you. 

Visit https://helpnextdoormb.ca/ for more information. 

Perpetual Adoration Chapel Closed - Due to the coronavirus pandemic, the Perpetual Adoration Chapel 

located at Holy Cross Parish (252 Dubuc Street) is closed until further notice. 

This Solidarity Sunday, let’s stand with the defenders of the Earth! Development and Peace — 

Caritas Canada invites us to be in solidarity with the guardians of the Amazon rainforest and to care for 

our common home. During these uncertain times because of COVID-19, Development and Peace stands 

in solidarity with their partners in the Global South that will be all the more affected by this pandemic. 

You are encouraged to give from the heart, more than ever, for the Share Lent campaign. Please give to 

Development and Peace by making a direct donation online (devp.org/give), by phone (1-888-234-8533 

or 1-888 664-3387) or by mail (1425 Rene-Levesque Blvd W, 3rd floor, Montreal, QC, H3G 1T7).  

Your donation will help our sisters and brothers across the world. Thank you for helping us build a world 

of peace and justice.  

Visit https://www.devp.org/en to learn more about Development and Peace and their efforts to educate the 

Canadian population about the causes of poverty, mobilize Canadians towards actions for change and 

support partners in the Global South who promote alternatives to unfair social, political and economic 

structures!  

For families with children, we invite you to discover Development and Peace's weekly Gospel reflections 

in the 2020 Lenten Family Bulletin. Each reflection is accompanied by an illustration. Visit the 

Development and Peace website and search “Family Bulletin 2020” to download the 2020 Lenten family 

bulletin. 
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