
 
 

Dear Sisters and Brothers, 

Today we celebrate Easter, the feast of feasts and solemnity of solemnities. It is a liturgical 

commemoration of the truth of Christ, who conquered death and opened the gates of eternal life. Christ, 

who restored to us our lost innocence and entered into the New Covenant with us through His Blood. 

We rejoice in these mysteries of God's love for humanity and want them to deepen our faith, hope and 

love. Now more than ever, we especially need the light of the Resurrection to shine in our hearts and 

strengthen our hope. Today in our homes we receive the message that Peter spoke in the house of the 

centurion, Cornelius. The first Pope says that the consequence of believing in Jesus is to receive the 

remission of sins. Because Christ has been made the Judge of the living and the dead. In the light of the 

Resurrection, conversion is no longer an unpleasant necessity, but a joy in the freedom that the Lord 

offers. He is our peace and a gift to each of us in his crucifixion and Resurrection. We can read and 

understand this gift because we have been united with Christ in the sacrament of holy baptism. The 

Savior has incorporated us into the community of the Church and gives us a share in the heavenly life. 

Saint Paul helps us today to understand how closely we are united to Christ as believers; Jesus is already 

here opening us to the heavenly reality. He unites us with Him. That is why the hardships of earthly 

affairs cannot deprive us of hope, because with Jesus we strive for what is above. The apostle of the 

nations says that we are dead to the world, that is, we do not allow ourselves to be enslaved by sinners, 

against the calling of the desires that the world proclaims. In hardships and adversities, we hold on to 

our Savior. St. Paul strongly encourages us to celebrate the Lord's Passion and Resurrection in freedom, 

knowing that God is with us, that He will never abandon us. 

The sign of the Resurrection is the empty tomb, and the stone removed from the tomb fills us with desire 

to meet the Risen One. We go with Mary Magdalene, with Peter and the disciple whom Jesus loved, to 

remove stones of doubt and unbelief from our hearts and from the hearts of our loved ones. We go with 

the Apostles to the empty tomb and see the linen cloths lying around and a scarf rolled up separately; 

evidence that Jesus no longer belongs to this world; for he has risen from the dead. Together with Peter 

and the beloved disciple, we want to know the truth and power of the Resurrection. We want to reaffirm 

that our faith was born of the gift of the Lord's love and it was our response to His love. 

 



A person of faith, fired with the miracle of the Resurrection, cannot keep the truth of the Resurrection 

for themselves alone, but understands that every Holy Mass during which the mystery of salvation is 

performed is a sending of the faithful to share what they have discovered through the grace of faith and 

to try to do God's will. 

As we celebrate the Resurrection in our homes today, we have a special opportunity to discover and 

accept with love the gift of God's Word. Saint Paul tells us that Jesus Christ died for our sins and rose 

from the dead on the third day according to the Scriptures. This is the mystery that lies before our eyes; 

God foretold and fulfilled everything in Jesus Christ. He destroyed our death by his death, and by rising 

from the dead, he restored us to life. 

Today's Resurrection Sunday teaches us to rediscover the value of each Sunday. We come together as 

the People of God of the New Covenant to hear the Word of God and eat the Body and Blood of Christ; 

to give thanks for the renewal of living hope and love. How much today we want to meet Jesus in the 

Eucharist, how much we need spiritual unity with Jesus and with our neighbors. On these feast days we 

are aware of our ailments and inadequacies, but we commit ourselves to the perfecting power of Jesus 

Christ himself. 

The Solemnity of the Lord's Resurrection shows that Jesus God conquered death and opened the gates of 

eternal life for us. We too, renewed by the Holy Spirit, can rise to a new life in light. We have a special 

chance to make the moments we experience, touched by care and uncertainty, an opportunity to meet the 

Savior on the way to Emmaus. Let us tell Jesus what our hearts hide and let us recognize him in the 

spiritual community of the Church. 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

These are the Easter holy days which remind us that Christ was sacrificed as our Passover. May we all 

be accompanied by the gift of the joyful Alleluia which is constantly proclaimed by the Church, her 

faithful and the whole world. May we again experience the living Paschal Lord and his empty tomb. I 

thank all those who rush to help those in need these days, and I assure you of my prayers for those who 

are affected by disease and suffering. Together we face a reality of uncertainty and weakness in families 

and entire communities. Let us be witnesses of the Resurrection for one another. 

May we enjoy feasts of life and good, hope and love, peace and solidarity, salvation and mercy. I wish 

you all gratitude for the gift of the Paschal Mysteries, because they are the pledge of our fruitful life now 

and in eternity. 

Fr. Janusz Maroń, OFMCap. 

 

 


